
THE HADDON WOOD POND EXPLAINED 
 
Many of you are probably wondering why a pond is being dug at Haddon Wood, and especially 
asking why it is situated half way up a hill, and not at the bottom where you expect all the water to 
collect. Here is an explanation. 
 
Haddon Wood is outlined on the map below in red, and the pond site is shown in blue. 
 

 
 
You will notice on the map that the site sits on the eastern slopes of Acres Hill which can be 
identified by the light brown lines which are contours of equal height above sea level. If we were to 
take a cross section through the hill, you would find that most of it is made from porous soils 
through which rainwater can flow relatively easily. However, at about the 50 metre contour there is 
a layer of hard clay which runs right through the hill, and this is restrictive to water flow. 
 
 

 
This has historically resulted in a wet area on the side of the hill right where we are building the 
pond. The rainwater soaks down through the hill, and when it hits the clay layer, it rounds across 
and comes to the surface. On the western side of the hill in Sutton, it results in a spring which flows 
all year round. To the north it provides the water which fills the pond on Tinneys Lane in Alhampton. 
All of these are on the 50m contour around the hill, and so this dictates the location of the pond on 
the side of the hill, and not at the bottom. 
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The section below shows how the pond is actually being created by piling up material from the pond 
on the downhill side to retain the water. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

YOUR QUESTIONS 
 
Many of you have been asking questions, and hopefully the answers below will help. 
 
Will the pond be full the whole year round? 
No. It is a natural pond and we expect it to dry out in the summer, as do many local ponds such as 
the one on Tinneys Lane on the north side of the hill. 
 
Why is it so big? 
The site which has been cleared is much bigger that the finished pond will be. It is important that the 
underlying structure of the pond it built out of the less pervious sub-soil without any of the topsoil. 
The topsoil is full of organic matter gathered over centuries which makes it porous and so water 
would flow very easily through this and run away. As a result all the topsoil is pulled back in big 
heaps all around the site before construction starts, and then replaced over the top of the 
resculpted ground at the end. 
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